ENVIRONMENT
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Halesworth
Town Council

The environment was a concern frequently
raised by Halesworth residents when asked about
their priorities for the town. The Neighbourhood
Plan Steering Group therefore set out to address
this. The objective was consulted upon and
received community approval.
Local Green Space
designation
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2021 to 2036

Halesworth

To make Halesworth an
environmentally friendly town:
revitalising the waterways, enhancing
biodiversity and protecting, improving
and expanding our green spaces.

Source: Waveney District Council (2015)
Waveney Green Infrastructure Strategy

Neighbourhood Plans have the opportunity to designate Local
Green Spaces which are of particular importance to them.
This will afford protection from development other than in very
special circumstances. Two spaces considered to fulfil all of
the criteria set by the
National Planning
Policy Framework
(NPPF), are:

• Millennium
Green
• Town Park
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POLICY HAL.ENV1: LOCAL GREEN SPACES

Millennium Green and the Town Park, as shown on
these maps, are designated as Local Green Spaces

Additional open spaces
The Waveney Green Infrastructure Strategy identifies a number of the
open spaces across Halesworth. Local Plan Policy WLP8.23 (Protection
of Open Space) provides protection for these spaces, only allowing
their development for other uses in exceptional circumstances where
it can be demonstrated to be surplus to requirements and it can be
replaced elsewhere.
Three potential open spaces were identified by the NPSG that had not
been included in the Green Infrastructure Strategy. As such, they are
currently not protected as green spaces by Local Plan Policy WLP8.23.
It is considered that they make an important contribution to the green
aspect of Halesworth’s townscape. The open spaces identified are:

Princes Green

POLICY HAL.ENV2:
PROTECTION OF
OPEN SPACES
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The green spaces at Princes
Green, Aldergrove Close and
Rectory Green, as shown below,
are designated open spaces.
Any proposals for development of
these spaces will only be permitted
in exceptional circumstances
and must meet the requirements
of Local Plan Policy WLP8.23
(Protection of Open Space).

Rectory Green

Aldergrove Close

Heritage tree
protection
Trees make an important contribution
to the character and quality of urban
environments and can also help
mitigate and adapt to climate change.
In Halesworth, 34 ‘heritage’ trees have
been identified by Halesworth in Bloom.
A heritage tree is typically a large,
individual tree with unique value, which
is considered irreplaceable. While it
is not necessarily ancient, the major
criteria for heritage tree designation
are age, rarity, and size, as well as
aesthetic, botanical, ecological, and
historical value, decided by the
Halesworth in Bloom tree
Wh
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POLICY HAL.ENV5:
HERITAGE TREES
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Proposals for development of land
on or immediately adjacent to a
heritage tree must demonstrate
how they will preserve the tree and
avoid damage to its root structure.

Grass verges
Generous grass verges are a key
characteristic of Halesworth. In builtup areas, the value of green verges
to biodiversity is significant. Equally,
such verges can be lost to parking,
particularly where there are wide verges
and cars can park entirely off-road.
This results in significant degradation of
the verge, loss of wildlife or loss of the
opportunity for species-rich planting.

Roman Road
verge

POLICY HAL.ENV4: VERGES

Existing green verges along roadways should be retained
and should only be removed if it is clearly demonstrated to be
part of necessary highway improvements.
Major development (as defined in the NPPF) must maximise
the provision of green verges along main roads and must
demonstrate that these are designed so that vehicles are not
able to use them for parking or that they will be likely to be
degraded by day-to-day activity.
On roadways outside of main routes, the design of roadways
and verges to maximise biodiversity value will be supported.
This could include enabling the planting of street trees or
wildflower meadows or the creation of community gardens.
Proposals to enhance the biodiversity value of verges will be
strongly supported.

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN ACTION:
RIVERS AND WATERWAYS

Nature reserve
One of the major initiatives that the Neighbourhood Plan seeks to deliver is a nature reserve in the south of the
town. Its role in enhancing the environment of Halesworth is significant, including its role in increasing green space,
biodiversity and providing greater resilience against the possible
effects of climate change.
The land south of Kennedy Close is in flood zone 3 and it is
unsuitable for built development or any agricultural activity. This
means that it may never have been ploughed or at least not for
many years. The fact that it retains water means that it could be a
very attractive habitat for wetland species. This makes it unique in
the area, a view generally acknowledged by various bodies such
as the Environment Agency. No opportunities have been taken to
enhance the space so that it attracts such species but if done so,
it could allow flora and fauna to flourish further and, with careful
management, could be used by local people and visitors to enjoy
as a satisfying leisure experience.

POLICY HAL.ENV3: NEW NATURE RESERVE

Proposals to deliver a nature reserve to the south of
the town as shown on this map, will be supported.
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NON-POLICY ACTION: NEW NATURE RESERVE
Halesworth Town Council will continue to seek
engagement with all landowner interests in order to
secure the necessary agreements to deliver the new
Nature Reserve.
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High river water levels
to the town park
and flooding to the
underpass (right)

River and
Flooding
Community consultation
highlighted the concern of the community
about flooding, the river and water quality. The
Neighbourhood plan steering group worked with
both Suffolk Wildlife Trust (SWT) and the Environment
Agency (EA) to obtain up to date information for
residents about the current flood risk in town and
river management. EA have subsequently published
their “Halesworth Flooding factsheet”. The finalised
factsheet will soon be available on the Town Council’s
website. The factsheet details planned annual
river maintenance, flooding advice, flood risk and
important contact details for the Environment Agency.
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Halesworth Town Council will support the
Environment Agency and Suffolk Wildlife
Trust to ensure that the town’s rivers
and waterways are managed in ways
that bring better water quality, greater
biodiversity and improved habitats for
wildlife. It will:
• Seek to collaborate with work on
biodiversity improvement projects and
riparian tree planting schemes along the
River Blyth and its tributaries
• Seek to collaborate with the Environment
Agency to better understand flood risks
and local floodplains and to ensure
they are professionally managed, so
contributing to increased biodiversity and
improved habitats; and
• Collaborate with the Environment
Agency to provide up-to-date information
to residents on flood risk and river
maintenance programmes.

HOUSING

Neighbourhood Plan

Halesworth
Town Council

The need for ‘affordable housing’ (to buy
and rent), especially for young families,
was mentioned by a significant number
of respondents in our consultations. There
was equal concern about the number of
new houses that were planned in the town
following the adoption of the Waveney
Local Plan, and whether these would
‘overwhelm’ the town. The NPG consulted
on this objective.

PLANNING FOR OUR FUTURE

Ensure that new housing is
appropriate for the needs and
incomes of all generations,
particularly those working and on
low incomes and is sustainable
for future generations through the
adoption of green building and
design principles.

Evidence that informed the housing section:

AFFORDABLE Housing

Interviews with local estate agents and developers identified the following in Halesworth:

The NPG tried to increase the percentage of affordable homes built on the big developments but
were not able to do so. The following policies and actions aim to provide some housing for local
people.

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

The main demand is for 3-bed properties, followed by 4-bed properties.
The demand for larger houses is growing as Halesworth becomes increasingly attractive to families.
There is limited evidence of a wish to ‘downsize’ by existing older residents.
Bungalows are in high demand from the older population but there is a shortage.
First-time buyer interest in properties is strong in Halesworth.
Rental property is in very short supply.
An increasing demand for second homes.

Neighbourhood Plans are able to set out a more detailed approach to housing type and mix which
reflects local circumstances and is supported by evidence. The evidence was gathered through the
‘Halesworth Housing Needs Assessment’ and interviews with local estate agents and developers.
These identified two particular issues:
TYPE OF DWELLING
First, evidence from housebuilders
suggests that they are less keen to
provide 4-bed properties, so this may
result in a disproportionate amount of
3-bed properties. Whilst there is a high
proportion of retirees in Halesworth,
it is also important for the vibrancy of
the town to attract more families, and
this requires a range of family-sized
housing.

POLICY HAL.HSG1: PROVISION OF LARGE FAMILY HOUSING
In meeting the requirements of Waveney Local Plan Policy WLP8.1 (Housing mix),
development must provide a mix of larger properties (3-bed properties or larger) and,
in particular, must provide at least 15% as 4-bed properties.

OCCUPANCY LEVELS
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Community Led Housing
The local community, and Halesworth Town Council would have a greater influence over the occupiers of
properties if they had control of the land on which they were built. Community Led Housing (CLH) is a way
that this influence can be exerted on behalf of the community of Halesworth. CLH can take many forms,
including Community Land Trusts, cooperatives, self-help housing, co-housing and community self-build.
This will help to secure local homes for local people, most likely to rent. Importantly, these homes will be
provided in perpetuity so when a tenant moves out, a new local tenant in need can be housed.
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN ACTION: COMMUNITY LED HOUSING

Halesworth Town Council will explore the potential for Community Led Housing schemes
in Halesworth.

Local Lettings Policy
Another option explored by the Neighbourhood Plan for increasing the supply of rented properties for local
people is for there to be a ‘Local Lettings Policy’ (LLP).
The evidence gathered to date about need in Halesworth provides a good base and if this can be further
supplemented over time, then there is a strong case to push for local people being given more opportunity
to access these properties.

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN ACTION: LOCAL LETTINGS POLICY
Halesworth Town Council will:

● Seek a Local Lettings Policy when residential planning applications, subject to Section 106
considerations, come before them for their consideration.
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● Continue to gather evidence on local need in order to justify inclusion of a Local Lettings Policy.

The chart shows that there is lower
than average under occupation in
Halesworth - people tend to be living
in the size of house that suits them.
Estate agents and builders report
that older people in town are not
keen to downsize. Taken together
the evidence suggests that there
will be sufficient provision of housing
for older people in Halesworth
once the Local Plan allocations – in
particular the specialist Halesworth
Healthy Neighbourhood – have
been delivered. Moreover, Local
Plan Policy WLP8.31 (Lifetime Design)
already requires provision to meet
the needs of older people.

●	Work with East Suffolk Council Housing Department to explore opportunities for expanding the
provision of local lettings.

POLICY HAL.HSG2: SMALL HOUSING SITES
Proposals for small housing sites (10 dwellings or less) that demonstrate how they will actively
address the objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan will be strongly supported. In particular these
objectives include:

The need to improve the energy efficiency of residential properties is a nationwide issue as well as
one in Halesworth. Building Regulations established minimum standards for the energy efficiency
of properties yet, if the UK is to reduce the significant amount of energy used in construction and
operation of its stock of buildings, more energy efficient buildings are required.

Wh
the at
will Plan
do

Residential developments of less than 10 dwellings or proposals to undertake major
renovation or enlargement of residential properties must be accompanied by a Sustainability
Statement that demonstrates where possible that the following measures have been incorporated:
● Measures to actively minimise/improve energy efficiency relating to the heating, cooling,
lighting and waste management of the buildings.

● Sustainable design and construction measures including, where feasible, ground/air source heat
pumps, solar panels and grey/rainwater harvesting solutions.
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● Provision of affordable housing to address the needs of people with a local connection to Halesworth.
●	Retaining or providing employment.
● Provision of biodiversity-rich space.
●	Enhancing the conservation area.

Building greener housing

POLICY HAL.HSG3: LOW ENERGY AND ENERGY EFFICIENT HOUSING DESIGN

2021 to 2036

Halesworth

Housing built since 2019

The availability of jobs for residents and the
economic sustainability of the town were
important to large numbers of residents
in the first consultation sessions. The
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group set out
to address this. This objective was consulted
upon and received community approval.

Source: Datashine

The town centre in Halesworth has a good range
Origin of people working in Halesworth Destination of workers from Halesworth
of shops and is a valued part of what makes
Halesworth an attractive place to live and visit. Like many other centres across the
country, the changing ways we shop and the Covid-19 pandemic have had an impact
on its vitality. There is a need to support the shops in the town – many of which are local
independents – and to take all opportunities to improve the experience of coming to
the town centre. The need to improve connectivity through the town centre and the
Thoroughfare in particular is addressed in the Town Centre section.

For a town such as Halesworth, economic growth is expected to come from microbusinesses, start-ups and small to medium sized businesses (SMEs). Over the last few
years there has been local growth in these types of businesses, particularly start-ups and
micro-businesses. Estate agents reported that the Covid-19 pandemic has resulted in
an increasing number of people moving into Halesworth, seeking properties that would
allow them to continue working from home or to work flexibly. Flexible networking /
shared workspaces are needed to support this changed employment pattern.
The growth of these types of businesses requires suitable premises – small, flexible spaces,
including those that can be shared or used for networking that are well-located in
the town. Whilst the East Suffolk Council Economic Growth Plan states the importance
of supporting entrepreneurs, encouraging existing businesses to grow, and attracting
businesses to the area, there is growing pressure to develop commercial uses into
residential.
Waveney Local Plan Policy WLP8.12 (Existing Employment Areas) protects the two
main employment areas and only allows development for alternative uses if it can be
demonstrated that there is no demand for them. However, smaller scale spaces that
are not in designated employment areas have less protection. Miles Ward Court is one
such example, accommodating six small business enterprises but recently having been
under threat of redevelopment to housing. The space it provides is invaluable and whilst
it continues to provide space for these businesses at the current time, its loss would result
in a number of businesses having to relocate, potentially away from Halesworth.

With the ‘staycation’ movement, interest in arts and culture, wildlife and biodiversity
and activities such as walking and cycling, Halesworth has a lot to offer. Being near
but not on the coast is an advantage for these ‘softer’ tourist pursuits. Tourism boosts
the service industries that underpin it, such as restaurants, galleries, antiques and
shopping. For tourism to grow and for Halesworth to become a place more tourists
want to stay, there needs to be an increase in accommodation, better connectivity
to and from the Thoroughfare - the shopping, eating and cultural heart of the town
- and better signage to make it easier for people to take advantage of what is on
offer.

Workshops at Station yard with
a Maltings building opposite

Similarly the Station Yard workshops provide valuable business workspace on a microscale that is considered to merit protection.

POLICY HAL.ED1: SMALL-SCALE COMMERCIAL
WORKSPACES AND MICRO EMPLOYMENT AREAS

Wh
the at
wil Plan
ld
o

A. The provision of small-scale offices / workspaces on flexible terms that
would encourage the creation and growth of start-up and micro-businesses
is supported. Where necessary, such provision can be made as part of a
mix of uses. Such a mix of uses can include residential but only where this is
necessary to make the overall scheme viable.

B. The provision of ‘move-on’ employment space to serve the needs of existing
and growing businesses in Halesworth is encouraged on existing employment
sites, provided this does not result in the loss of a viable existing business.
C. The following locations shown on the Policies Map are identified as Micro
Employment Areas:
a. Miles Ward Court 		

b. Station Yard

D. Within these Micro Employment Areas, proposals involving the
redevelopment or change of use of existing office, research and development
or light industrial employment premises will only be permitted where all of the
following criteria have been met:
1. Marketing evidence is provided which demonstrates the premises have
been marketed for a sustained period of 12 months in accordance with the
requirements set out in Appendix 4 of the Waveney Local Plan; and
2.	The proposed use is compatible with the surrounding uses in terms of car
parking, access, noise, odour and other amenity concerns; and
3. Where land or buildings within or immediately adjacent to the Micro
Employment Area are proposed for redevelopment, the quantum of existing
office/research and development/light industrial employment floorspace is
retained as part of this.
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A. Within the settlement boundary of Halesworth,
proposals to deliver a mix of uses on major development
sites (as defined in the NPPF) where those sites are not
specifically designated solely for other uses, will be supported.
Such uses could include, but are not limited to:
• Small scale commercial workshops and workspaces, with
associated meeting space.
• Community uses.
• Housing, included live-work units and / or supported housing.
• Education uses.
• Tourism activities.
• Studio / workshop / gallery space.
• Cultural and creative activities.
B. Where a major site is within or adjacent to the town centre
boundary of Halesworth, as shown on the Policies Map, the
proposals should also look to provide the following:
• Public open space.

Data from the 2011 Census indicates that Halesworth has a higher proportion of
people working in the creative, art and leisure sectors than in the rest of Suffolk. The
town is a part of a recognised artistic East Suffolk community. The Cut Arts Centre,
the Halesworth Gallery, small commercial galleries and art shops create an art
infrastructure that attracts visitors and contributes to the local economy. A report
by the New Anglia Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) highlights the importance of
culture and art for economic growth in the area.
A small survey of those in the sector for the Neighbourhood Plan identified a need
for studio / workshop spaces and places to show and sell. Such spaces should be
encouraged on mixed use development sites in the town.

POLICY HAL.ED2:
TOURISM AND CREATIVE INDUSTRIES
Proposals to improve and enhance the tourism offer and the
creative industries sector in Halesworth will be supported.
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Mixed use proposals for development within the settlement boundary
are encouraged to consider the potential for uses as shown below:
* Studio / workshop / gallery space.
* Hotel accommodation (if located outside Halesworth town centre,
then it must be demonstrated that no other suitable sites are
available in the town centre).
* On sites that are easily accessible to Halesworth town centre, it must
be demonstrated that there is either no demand for such uses or that
such uses would make any proposal clearly unviable.

Major development
opportunities
Miles Ward Court – small enterprise
spaces in a listed courtyard

PLANNING FOR OUR FUTURE

POLICY HAL.ED3: MAJOR DEVELOPMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

Within Halesworth town, a notable commercial land use is the presence of a number of
car showrooms. This highlights one aspect of Halesworth’s economy which is expected
to change over the plan period. As the motor trade adapts to a new climate, it
is expected that they will rely on fewer showrooms focused in larger centres than
Halesworth. Such sites will create opportunities to address needs and provide new
opportunities in certain circumstances to deliver the types of commercial space that are
likely to increase in demand in the town.

Small-scale workspaces and
employment areas

Halesworth
Town Council

To identify a range of spaces on
both existing and new sites which
attract businesses and create
employment opportunities,
particularly in skilled and
creative industries and in tourism.

Tourism and creative
industries

Halesworth is an employment hub for the
surrounding area, bringing more people into the
town to work each day than residents leaving
to work in other places. The town has a higher
proportion of lower skilled jobs than the average
for the rest of Suffolk and comparatively few
professional and administrative jobs, reflecting the
dominance of retail and construction employment.

Neighbourhood Plan

2021 to 2036

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Halesworth

• Improved pedestrian linkages into the Primary Shopping Area.
• Proposals must ensure that no particular use dominates the
scheme mix such that it is likely to limit the potential for the
other uses in the mix to prosper by virtue of their limited scale.
D. Development proposals must ensure, through high quality
design, that they preserve heritage assets and are sympathetic
to surrounding listed buildings and the setting of the Conservation
Area.

Long term car park
The community voiced a need for a new supermarket in Halesworth. The Waveney
Retail and Leisure Needs Assessment 2016 also assessed that Halesworth did have
a need for 126m2 of superstore-format retail floorspace. The current long term car
park site in the town centre (accessed off Saxons Way) is seen as providing an
opportunity to deliver such a requirement for the community. The Retail and Leisure
Needs Assessment identified the long term car park site as a significant opportunity
to provide new retail and / or leisure-led development. There is, at the present time,
interest by a supermarket operator, and a planning application is expected.
As part of the early community engagement on the development of the
Neighbourhood Plan, the majority of residents that engaged said that they were
in favour of a second supermarket in the town and a majority of the town centre
businesses also supported such a development. For such an important location
within the town centre, the site provides an opportunity to deliver this but it should
not only provide a supermarket and parking. It provides an opportunity, through
good design, to deliver a wider range of uses including further retail space,
workshops, housing, community uses, improved connectivity within the town centre
and a high quality public open space.

The development of the Neighbourhood Plan involved extensive engagement
with a wide variety of owners of major sites in Halesworth. The Site Options
Appraisal report that informed the plan assessed a number of sites identified by the
Neighbourhood Plan Group. These sites were all considered as being suitable or
potentially suitable for mixed use development with housing included in order to
enhance site viability. At the present time few of these sites are explicitly available
for mixed use development within the town. However, over the lifetime of the
plan, it is likely that a number of these sites could come forward for development.
This could be for a variety of reasons including changes in commercial markets or
opportunities to make more efficient use of land close to the centre of Halesworth.
Certainly if Halesworth’s offer allows it to thrive, then its attractiveness to commercial
businesses and residents (to spend money in the town) will increase which could
increase financial incentives to bring land forward for development.
In this regard, it is important that growth and change of Halesworth provides an
appropriate balance of uses and activities. The Waveney Local Plan allocates
sufficient sites to deliver one of the primary needs in the area, housing. However to
allow a community to thrive, this must be complemented by a range of other uses.
Within the settlement boundary, this should include commercial, leisure-related and
community activities as well as housing. This is particularly the case on sites where
there were previously commercial activities as this will ensure that the commercial
base of the town is maintained and potentially enhanced. Moreover, whilst the
base of community facilities in Halesworth is already strong and varied, with further
provision proposed on the sites allocated in the Local Plan, large sites within the
settlement boundary offer potentially one-time opportunities for step-change
improvements, for example the possible creation of a secondary educational
provision in town.
Major development sites that come forward (within the settlement boundary) and
that were previously not entirely in residential use are expected to consider a mix
of uses on the sites. Given the importance of commercial employment identified in
the plan, this should consider the provision of employment space (particularly which
meets the needs of the start-up / micro-business sector), but should also consider, as
appropriate, uses including retail, creative, community, leisure and tourism. Where
these sites are within or immediately adjacent to the town centre boundary, they
should also consider the provision of public space and the need for linkages through
the town centre.
It is acknowledged that in many cases, residential uses are needed to ensure the
viability of a mixed use scheme. Proposals that include residential uses are therefore
encouraged, provided that this does not dominate the scheme and limit the
potential for the other uses.

NON-POLICY ACTION: LONG TERM CAR PARK SITE
Halesworth Town Council will engage with the landowner /
developer of the long term car park site in Halesworth
town centre to ensure that development proposals address
the objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan.
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The Neighbourhood Plan community consultations showed
residents greatly value Halesworth’s community infrastructure
as part of what makes the town such an attractive place to
live. The growth in population will create a need to improve
and expand the community infrastructure offer. The Waveney
Local Plan allocates money for infrastructure improvements
including the expansion of Edgar Sewter Primary School, a new
under 5’s provision, a community centre, cycle and walking
networks, expansion of Cutlers Hill surgery, the health and social
care and sports facilities on the old middle school site and small
improvement to the sewage network. The NPG supports these but
tries to do more.

Play Spaces: What Children and Families said:
“We need play spaces that
children, young people and
families want to use and enjoy”.
“Existing play spaces are of poor
quality, either due to being in a
poor state of repair or having a
limited range of play equipment”

Halesworth has a number of play spaces designated as LEAPs
(Locally Equipped Areas of Play). The Waveney Local Plan
site allocation at Chediston Street is also required to provide a
Neighbourhood Equipped Area for Play (NEAP),which is aimed
at older children, which will increase provision locally.
In light of the growth proposed in the Waveney Local Plan,
and the desire by the community to have a wider range
of good quality play facilities in easily accessible locations
across Halesworth, the approach in the Neighbourhood
Plan is to develop three existing play spaces in strategically
geographical located areas as NEAPs. These are:
Old Station Road (north)
Town Park & ‘Jane Kircher’ (central)
Swan Lane (south east)

PLANNING FOR OUR FUTURE

Provide a wider range of
better-quality community,
sport / leisure and education
facilities for all ages.

Education
Whilst it is acknowledged that the provision of secondary education is a local
authority matter and therefore not an issue that the Neighbourhood Plan can
directly address, the need for local secondary education provision is growing and is
likely to continue to do so over the lifetime of the plan.

Promoting the principle of a new secondary school in Halesworth.

The Neighbourhood Plan wishes to promote and support the principle of a new
secondary school in Halesworth. As a consequence the NPSG has been engaging
with SCC, the Seckford Education Trust (SET) and Asset Education, the academy
that manages Edgar Sewter Primary School (and four other primary schools locally),
to start discussions about secondary school provision in Halesworth.
Such a proposal is likely to take some time; meanwhile it is important that the
strategy for education in Suffolk meets the needs of the community of Halesworth
as much as any other part of the county. The Neighbourhood Plan supports SCC in
its role as education authority to develop an education strategy which ensures that
children have to travel as little as possible to go to school.

NON-POLICY ACTION: SECONDARY SCHOOL PROVISION
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Early Years Education
The Local Plan states the need for a new under-fives pre-school provision and
the possibility of it being located on the same site as the community centre on
the Dairy Farm site. The Neighbourhood Plan strongly supports such provision and
stresses the need for close and cooperative working between Halesworth Town
Council and Suffolk County Council if the two resources are to be provided in the
same building.

Other leisure opportunities

The Halesworth and Holton Healthy Neighbourhood and Dairy Hill.

The Local Plan allocation at the Halesworth and Holton Healthy Neighbourhood
proposes a range of new community facilities, replacement of the Apollo Youth
Club and retention of existing sports and play facilities at Dairy Hill. In addition, the
allocation at Dairy Farm requires land for the provision of a community centre.
The Neighbourhood Plan wishes to reinforce the following fundamental principles:

Chediston Street
The proposed NEAP on the Chediston Street development is in the wrong place for optimum community access. Being less
accessible for many older children in town and a Leap would be better for young families that will move into the proposed houses.
Funding could be better used upgrading Swan Lane.

Other play spaces
The remaining play areas in the town should all be maintained as Local Equipped Areas for Play (LEAPs) or Local Area for Play
(LAPs) These designations provide for children approximately up to the age of 8. The exception is Bensly’s Drift which has very limited
provision and is in poor condition. In addition it will in effect, be replaced by a new play area nearby, located in a new housing
development. This approach is supported by Local Plan Policy WLP8.23 (Protection of open space) which has a presumption against
the loss of any open space or community sport and recreation facilities.

POLICY HAL.COM1:
PLAY FACILITIES

Halesworth
Town Council

Halesworth Town Council will work with Asset Education, Seckford
Education Trust and Suffolk County Council to explore the need and
potential for a secondary school in Halesworth in the future.

“These sites should provide zip wires,
climbing walls, adventure course,
slides and swings (differing sizes for
different age groups)”.

•
•
•

Neighbourhood Plan

2021 to 2036

COMMUNITY
INFRASTRUCTURE

Halesworth
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A. Proposals to expand and/or improve
existing play facilities to a Neighbourhood
Equipped Area for Play (NEAP) standard will
be supported in the following locations:
a. Old Station Road.
b. Town Park & ‘Jane Kircher’.
c. Swan Lane (in lieu of provision of a NEAP.
on the land adjacent to Chediston Street
(Local Plan Policy WLP4.2).
B. Proposals to provide a LEAP on the
land adjacent to Chediston Street will be
supported if contributions are made to
upgrade the play facility at Swan Lane to a
NEAP.

● There is strong support for the provision of a new community centre. The
community centre is to be funded in full through a combination of district and
neighbourhood Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) monies. In order to move
the scheme forward, more community consultation is needed to establish what
residents and the Town Council would wish to see provided in a new centre. It will
be important that the Town Council leads on this community consultation.
● The Halesworth and Holton Healthy Neighbourhood allocation in the Local Plan is
for a mix of housing and other uses, including leisure and sports facilities. To date,
a number of planning applications have been submitted but more work is needed
to ensure that all the requirements of the local plan allocation are met. For the
community of Halesworth, the need to ensure that the community, leisure and
sports facilities are delivered in full is of fundamental importance.
● The Halesworth and Holton Healthy Neighbourhood allocation in the Local Plan is
also expected to re-provide a space for the Apollo Youth Club. However, it is not
clear how such provision will be funded. There is now a working group considering
these matters. For the purpose of the Neighbourhood Plan, this matter can only
be referenced in the strongest terms, to urge this working group to make speedy
progress. As part of this process, it is vital that young people in Halesworth are fully
consulted.

Other community and leisure
opportunities
Consultation with the community and younger people identified that many people
have leisure interests that go beyond the usual sports/leisure considerations. Young
people wanted a ‘gaming café’ in the town centre where they could meet and
game. Changes to the ‘Use Classes Order’ provides flexibility as to what shop units
can be used for, without the need for planning permission. Therefore such a use
can occupy a unit in the town centre without restriction.

When we asked ‘what do you like most about living
in Halesworth?’ You said the historic buildings and
the feel of the Thoroughfare and that you wanted
them protected. The Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group consulted on the following objective which
was approved by the community.

Neighbourhood Plan

Halesworth
Town Council

To maintain Provide
and enhance
the
character
a wider
range
of
and heritagebetter-quality
of Halesworth’s
built
community,
environmentsport
whilst
encouraging
/ leisure
and education
sympatheticfacilities
contemporary
design
in
for all ages
new developments.
Heritage

DESIGN
We commissioned a Design Guide Report to ensure that the new development – particularly housing - in
the town reflects our town’s essential character. However, this does not mean that all new developments
should copy the design of the past but rather that an appreciation of traditional architecture combined
with thoughtful application of modern building techniques and suitable materials should provide the basic
inspiration for new developments.

Being a historic market town,
Halesworth has a significant heritage which
must be protected. There is an extensive
conservation area in the town containing 129
individually listed buildings.

Modern buildings can be from one extreme of the very modern employing new materials, technologies and
forms through to accurate reproductions. The vast majority of the new estates in the town fall between the
two – mainstream traditional - using brick and tile and mass-produced materials. These provide comfortable
and affordable homes but can result in a uniformity and a lack of pleasing detail or appreciation of the
environment and location.

Preserving fine
buildings for
future generations

The incorporation of traditional local features together with simple but well-established architectural principles
of form, scale and detail along with sympathetic materials, varied roofscapes and layouts will help create a
more varied and interesting environment.
An example of how architectural principles can be used to create more varied buildings is the Library.
Constructed in the late twentieth century, to the design of the Suffolk County Architect, it is a model for
contemporary design in an historic urban environment. It has a strong modern element – the fully glazed
elevation – and has been harmoniously combined with a traditional roof form and finish. It follows the street
pattern well and the adjoining historic frontages.

PLANNING FOR OUR FUTURE
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DESIGN and HERITAGE

Halesworth

Halesworth conservation area and listed buildings (parish)

Non-designated heritage assets

There are a number of buildings in the town
which have historic or design importance but
do not have nationally listed status. There is
provision in the Local Plan to designate them
as heritage assets. The Waveney Local Plan
has a series of criteria for justifying a nondesignated heritage asset. This has resulted in
the following buildings being identified:
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POLICY HAL.DH1: DESIGN
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A. Development should demonstrate

Elements of good design

high quality design and layout which
respects the local character of Halesworth
identified in the Halesworth Design Guide.
This includes the development of public
buildings.

B. In delivering high quality design,
development proposals must demonstrate
the appropriate use of design, layout,
materials and features. The following
principles should be considered as part of
design proposals:

Views and gateways
to Halesworth town
Views of St Mary’s
You can see where the
views of the church tower
should be preserved on
the Policies Map.
This aerial view shows
how Halesworth nestles
around the Church Tower
and is exceptionally well
contained within the
surrounding agricultural
countryside and around
the watercourses that
lead into the Town River
bisecting the centre.

a. Development should integrate with and
enhance the form of its existing surroundings,
with all connections including road patterns
ensuring permeability for cyclists and
pedestrians.
b. A range of densities, house types (where
appropriate) and plot layouts should be
used, mirroring that which exists throughout
Halesworth.
c. Building lines in the town centre should be
preserved. Elsewhere, boundary treatments
such as low walls, railings or hedgerows
should be used to define the plot boundaries.
d. Building heights and rooflines should
provide diversity of frontage, scale and
form, with building heights that reflect the
prevailing height of surrounding buildings
unless it can be demonstrated that a taller
building could preserve or enhance the local
character.
e. Provision of roof and building materials that
reflect the local Suffolk palette. The choice of
materials is expected to minimise the carbon
footprint of development.

Gateways
There are two points of entry into the town at Chediston
Road and Walpole Road where there is a sharp transition
from countryside to urban area creating a pleasing
gateway. Any development in the future needs to
ensure the transition is gradual, avoiding dense bulky
buildings with large bare walls as the first thing one sees
on entering the town.
The two gateways that need respecting:

f. Parking to support residential uses should be
provided within the development and should
include a proportion of well-designed onstreet parking provisions, in accordance with
Suffolk County Council parking standards.
C. All major residential development proposals
should include a proportionate statement and
illustrations demonstrating how the principles
and guidance in the Halesworth Design Guide
have been addressed.

POLICY HAL.DH2: VIEWS AND
GATEWAYS INTO AND OUT OF
HALESWORTH TOWN
Chediston Street meeting
Roman way

1. The Maltings at Station Yard
A building of historic interest due to its
prominent role in the maltings industry and
its association with the 19th century industrial
development of the town. It is also located at
a key entrance to the town for those arriving
by train.
Criteria – locally significant historic use,
landmark status.

Chediston Street looking
towards town

Walpole Road (looking into town and out of town)

2. Halesworth Library
This building has landmark status due to its
sympathetic design that reflects the heritage
of the town centre and its prominent position
in the town at the end of the shopping
street. It is also notable for its community
associations.
Criteria – architectural interest with a known
architect, strong social and community
value and landmark status at the top of the
pedestrianised shopping street.

B. Development adjacent to the gateways
into Halesworth town in Chediston Street and
Walpole Road must ensure that they create
a gradual transition from rural countryside
to urban settlement (and vice versa).
Development must avoid creating an overly
dense feel and appropriate planting or other
natural boundary treatments should be used
to mitigate the impact of development and
retain the open feel. This should include the
use of trees to line the gateway routes.

POLICY HAL.DH3:
NON-DESIGNATED HERITAGE ASSETS
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A. The following, as shown on the map above and the Policies
Map, are identified as non-designated heritage assets:
1. The Maltings at Station Yard
2. Halesworth Library
3. 18 Thoroughfare/Cross Ram offices
4. Patrick Stead Hospital
B. Proposals for the re-use of Non-Designated Heritage Assets
will be supported if they met the requirements of Local Plan
Policy W.LP8.38 (Non-Designated Heritage Assets).
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A. Development proposals should preserve
the views of St Mary’s Church tower,
Halesworth, as shown on the Policies Map
and in Figure 8.1.

4. Patrick Stead Hospital
This has historic interest being the first hospital in the town, built
by a major Maltings owner. At the time of writing the hospital
has been closed for some years. It has been designated as a
Community Asset up until May 2023. Notification was given in
June 2021 that the NHS were to dispose of the building. The Site
Options and Appraisal report commissioned by the NPSG noted
that the building could be used for various community activities.
Criteria – historic interest as the first 19th Century hospital, source
of local identity and landmark status within the Halesworth and
Holton Healthy Neighbourhood

3. 18 Thoroughfare/Cross Ram offices
A mid-19th century building of historic interest
with both external and internal integrity and
a prominent position in the Thoroughfare. It is
surrounded by listed buildings.
Criteria – architectural integrity and landmark
status in the Thoroughfare.

C. In considering proposals which involve the loss or alteration
of a non-designated heritage asset, consideration will be given
to:
a. Whether the asset is structurally unsound and beyond
feasible and viable repair (for reasons other than deliberate
damage or neglect); or
b. The extent to which measures to sustain the existing use, or
find an alternative use/user, have been investigated.
Where a development proposal would result in the loss of,
or harm to a non-designated heritage asset, a balanced
judgement will be made as to the acceptability of the
proposal having regard to the scale of any harm or loss and
the significance of the heritage asset.

The volume of traffic is a key concern for local people.
Halesworth as an old market town faces many challenges
to making improvements:
• Saxon Way acts as barriers for pedestrians and cyclists and cuts the town centre off
from the open spaces of the Millennium Green.
• Only one pedestrian crossing along the whole route and substantial roundabouts
make crossing Saxons Way difficult.
• Children at Edgar Sewter feel unsafe travelling to and from school.
• Parents think parking at the school is inadequate for drop offs and pick ups.

There is an opportunity to improve the potential for walking
and cycling for local journeys particularly those into the
town centre and to other key destinations. This objective
was approved by the community.

The important National Cycle Route 1 goes through the town bringing long
distance cyclists to the cafes, but the route through the Thoroughfare and
the car park is designated as unsafe. Much more can be done to make
it safer for children to get to school, for more vulnerable people to get
about, for people to enjoy the countryside around town, to get to the key
destinations in town, to reduce congestion, improve health and respond
to the challenges of climate change by making it easier and pleasanter to
cycle and walk.

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN ACTION: IMPROVED
SIGNAGE FOR CYCLISTS AND PEDESTRIANS

7. To encourage people to cycle it is important to make it easier for bikes to
be parked safely.
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t
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Halesworth Town Council will work with Suffolk County Council and
other appropriate bodies to address the following matters that will help
to improve the safety of children walking and cycling to Edgar Sewter
Primary School:
• Patrolled pedestrian crossing at Wissett Road/Norwich Road and
further down Wissett Road at the back entrance to the school and
Children Centre.
• Safer pedestrian crossing across the Norwich Road.
• 20mph speed limit outside school on Norwich Road.
• Creation of cycle route from Uplands.
• Change of Footpath 2 into a bridleway.
• Change of parking regulations for the parking bay on Norwich Road
to enable use for drop-off and pick-up of children.

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN ACTION: IMPROVEMENTS
TO SAFETY OF ELDERLY AND DISABLED PEOPLE
Halesworth Town Council will work with Suffolk County Council
and other appropriate bodies to address the following matters that
will help to improve the safety of elderly and disabled people in
Halesworth:

Expert groups of cyclist and walkers worked with the NPG to propose new
routes and infrastructure we thought would bring improvements.
1. Link residential areas, including proposed new developments, to the
main town destinations by creating a major cycle route from north to south

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN ACTION:
Create a key movement route north to
south and enable the UPGRADING OF
NATIONAL CYCLE NETWORK
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ROUTE 1
Halesworth Town Council will work with Suffolk County Council,
Sustrans and other partners to create a direct and safe cycle route
from the northern edge of the town through to the south and east
along the A144. This will enable cycling along the relevant key
movement route and will upgrade the National Cycle Route 1 (NCR1).
2. Improve cycling connectivity into the Town Park and the Millennium
Green, connecting with the NCR1 and out into the countryside

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN ACTION: IMPROVING
CYCLE CONNECTIVITY INTO THE TOWN PARK
AND THE MILLENNIUM GREEN
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Halesworth Town
Council will work
with Suffolk County
Council, Sustrans
and other partners
to create safe
cycle routes that
improve cycle
connectivity to
the Town Park and
Millennium Green.
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• An audit of dropped kerbs.
• A new pavement along Wissett Road down to Old Station Road safer
crossings across Roman Way where it joins London Road, across Saxons
Way from the Lansbury Road estate and across Wissett Road where it
joins Norwich Road.
5. Improve walking routes from and
around town and out into the nearby
countryside
Two new leaflets showing circular
walking routes around town have been
produced
And a new footpath is proposed
around the southwest of the town
where there are few places to walk.
This route links up to the proposed Nature
Reserve off Bramfield Road.
The Proposed Walking Network map
shows the long footpath around the
southwest of town and new paths that
will be created when the Halesworth
Healthy Neighbourhood is developed
and the new housing off Holton Road is completed.
Proposed Walking Network

POLICY HAL.TM2: CYCLE PARKING
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A. Proposals to provide new bicycle parking in Halesworth will be
supported. Proposals must be located in a well-used, visible location
for security and must be designed to avoid obstructing the movement
of pedestrians and mobility-impaired users.
B. In particular, commercial and tourist development proposals are
encouraged to maximise the provision of secure cycle parking for workers
and customers.

And an overarching policy ensures developers must positively improve things
for people wanting to get about on foot or bike.

POLICY HAL.TM1: KEY MOVEMENT ROUTES

A. Development which proposes to improve cycling and walking in the
Neighbourhood Plan area will be supported. In particular, provision of
segregated cycle and pedestrian routes will be strongly supported. Such
routes should also ensure that access by disabled users, the blind and deaf
and users of mobility scooters is secured.
B. To ensure that residents can access public transport facilities,
schools, leisure and other important facilities serving Halesworth, all new
developments where feasible should ensure safe and continuous pedestrian
routes that connect to the Key Movement Routes shown on the Policies Map.
C. Proposals to enhance the identified Key Movement Routes are strongly
encouraged.
D. Development must not have an unacceptable impact on the safety and
accessibility of Key Movement Routes. Developments will be expected to
provide a strategy to mitigate the impact of additional traffic movements on
the safety and flow of pedestrian and cycle access.

Public and Community
Transport
Sadly, there is little a NP can do about poor public transport. Halesworth
is lucky to have a train connection, but buses are few and far between.
Community transport is therefore very important for helping people get
about when driving, cycling or walking are not possible.

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN ACTION:
COMMUNITY TRANSPORT
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Halesworth Town Council will work with Suffolk County Council, East
Suffolk Council and other local partners to explore the potential for further
community bus services to serve Halesworth and the surrounding villages.

Car Travel, Parking and
Electric Vehicles
Car travel is likely to remain the dominant form of transport for some years to
come although we will see more electric vehicles. Well managed car parks
with electric charging points will need to be retained. As yet Suffolk County
Council has not announced how they will deal with this. But charging is also
needed at people’s homes.

POLICY HAL.TM3:
RESIDENTIAL ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING
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Proposals for new residential properties with off-street parking
should provide at least one charging point for electric vehicles. For
properties of 3 or more bedrooms, the provision of more than one electric
charging point is encouraged.

A number of development opportunities in town could be seen as putting
pressure on parking and while a parking survey indicated that the car parks
are rarely fully used there are concerns about any changes being made to
parking. East Suffolk Council’s People and Places initiative will undertake a
survey of parking when things are ‘back to normal’ so the town will be better
informed as to what changes can work.

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN ACTION:
PUBLIC CAR PARKING
Proposed Cycling
network showing much
better connections
around town.
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Halesworth Town Council will take a lead in devising a signage
strategy for pedestrians and cyclists in the town centre and commissioning
local artists to design signage that best reflects Halesworth.

4. Improve safety for elderly and disabled people moving around the town

Current walking and cycling routes show a disconnected network

PLANNING FOR OUR FUTURE

6. Signage is also needed to help people get about especially visitors and
tourists coming to town. The We Made That report gives us some ideas on this
but more consultation needed.

3. Make walking, cycling and scootering to Edgar Sewter primary
school a safe and healthy option for children and parents.

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN ACTION:
IMPROVEMENTS TO ACCESSIBILITY OF
EDGAR SEWTER PRIMARY SCHOOL

Halesworth
Town Council

Promote a transport
infrastructure which
connects different parts
of the town and enables
people to move about
easily, safely and enjoyably
whether on foot, bicycle,
mobility vehicle or public
transport.

• A town centre of narrow streets not designed for cars.

Improving Cycling
and Pedestrian routes

Neighbourhood Plan
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MOVEMENT & TRANSPORT

Halesworth

Halesworth Town Council will consider the findings of the car
parking survey and develop an action plan as appropriate.
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TOWN CENTRE

Neighbourhood Plan

Halesworth
Town Council

Residents like the range of experiences
available in the Town Centre and want to
see them protected - the Thoroughfare for
shopping and eating; art and culture at The
Cut, Halesworth Gallery, and the Museum;
the fine heritage architecture and the
Millennium Green with its wide-open spaces.
However, people expressed concerns about
the economic sustainability of the town. The
community supported this objective.

Station links
A. New hard landscaping on approaching
the Station would create a better setting
for the Museum. Seating and planting would

encourage people to stop and appreciate the
unique moveable platform. New signage would
advertise the presence of the museum and the
platform and wayfinding points would direct visitors
to the town centre, The Cut and other destinations.
Cycle parking and cycle hire could be explored.

B. The access to The Cut is uninviting.

A new footway and carriage treatment on New Cut
would make the centre more visible, accessible,
and safer when approaching from Station Road.
This would require the removal of the parking spaces
outside The Cut. The car park in front would be
improved with a raised planter on Station Road to
replace the chain link fence and a new stair from the
car park would create a direct link between the car
park and The Cut.

C. The roundabout creates a barrier to
the Town Centre despite two controlled
crossing. Improvements for pedestrians and cyclists

are needed considering proposals for new cycle
routes in the Movement section of the plan. Further
detailed study is required. Signage for pedestrians to
take them to the Thoroughfare and the Millennium
Green is needed.

D. The Library is separated from the
pedestrianised Bridge St / Thoroughfare.

A raised heritage paving table crossing to link the
end of Bridge Street and the Library entrance would
improve the setting, create a sense of pedestrian
priority and act to calm traffic speeds.

Traffic in the
Thoroughfare
When consulted many people said they
wanted the traffic in the Thoroughfare reduced.
The We Made That report contains ideas as to
the kind of barriers that could be considered.
Limiting traffic and better management of the
rules would make the Thoroughfare a more
appealing place for residents and visitors to
spend time and would support the economic
sustainability of Halesworth’s town centre. In
September 2021 the Town Council agreed to
set up a working group to consider future traffic
management in the Thoroughfare and to make
proposals as to the best feasible solution.

All these ideas need much more thought
and consultation and of course they
need funding. Developments in the area
may help to achieve some of them in
the coming years. The Town Council has
agreed to make a start.

Better integrate the distinct parts of the
Town Centre and make it a place where
more people want to come and spend
their time and support the local economy.
Halesworth Town Council commissioned architects, We Made That, to
undertake a study focusing on improving connectivity within the town
centre and enhancing its different features. After consulting different
people We Made That came up with suggestions for four areas of town
that they think will improve the way the town looks and connects together.

Thoroughfare to
Market Place

Long term car park
site and Town Park

Market Place forms part of the Primary Retail Area
of Halesworth which should be continuous from the
Thoroughfare. There is a dramatic change in public
space from the Thoroughfare Pedestrian Zone to
the narrow footways where it connects to Market
Place. The perception is that the retail space stops
here. Market Place itself is out of view from the end
of the Pedestrian Zone, but it is the nature of the
streetscape and narrow footways that suggests there
is nothing more to discover beyond this point.

Town Park and the Millennium Green are separated
from the Thoroughfare by Saxons Way and car parks.
The car parks play a valuable role in serving the
town centre but create a hostile environment for
pedestrians and cyclists. The link between the town
and the park is unclear, and the pedestrian route is
an underpass accessed from the car park, which is
liable to flooding in winter. There is no direct street
level safety crossing and people (including children)
frequently walk across what is the busiest road in the
town.

Market Place itself is dominated by car parking
(30 spaces). This, combined with narrow footways
undermines its former (and potentially future) role
as an additional part of the social and economic
heart of the town, as well as obscuring its heritage
buildings. These conditions have limited the types of
successful businesses found on Market Place.

A. Widen the pavement connecting the
Thoroughfare to where London Road
meets Market Place and create space for
pedestrians. Remove the central island into Market

Place narrowing the road but keeping it two ways.

B. Create a permanent pedestrian plaza at
the eastern end of Market Place.

On arriving from Thoroughfare, a new paved
pedestrian space will create an improved setting
for listed buildings and businesses surrounding the
square. Planting and public seating provide places
to dwell, while the otherwise open ‘plaza’ allows for
a variety of activities including the weekly market,
and café seating. 20 car parking places will be laid
out. The entrance and exit route will be unchanged
at the western end of Market Place.
(These ideas can be tested first with temporary
arrangements).

POLICY HAL.TC1: ENHANCING
HALESWORTH TOWN CENTRE
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Proposals which enhance the quality and
accessibility (specifically for pedestrians and
disabled users) of the public realm in Halesworth
Town Centre will be supported. In particular, any
proposals are encouraged to reflect the proposed
public realm and movement solutions and projects
identified in Section 10 of the Neighbourhood Plan.

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN ACTION:
TOWN CENTRE PROPOSALS

PLANNING FOR OUR FUTURE
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Halesworth Town Council to set up a working
group to consider, in the first instance, the initial
three-month programme of next steps. The working
group will report back to Halesworth Town Council
at an agreed date with proposed priorities and the
work programme required.

The long-term car park is up for development and
in the Economic Development section the kinds of
development thought suitable for this important site
are set out. Development offers an opportunity to
improve connectivity in the following ways:

• Improved pedestrian and cycle routes
across the car park.
• A well-designed route through any
potential development.
• A new pedestrian and cycle crossing over
Saxons Way.
• A pedestrian link across to Angel Link.
• Potential riverside connection including
improvements to the underpass.

Swan Lane environs
Swan Lane and the area it connects to is in many
ways the historic centre of Halesworth, centred
around St. Mary’s Church and connecting into
Market Place. The Halesworth Gallery sits within a
listed building overlooking the churchyard, along
with a pub, a fish and chip shop, and a number of
other small outlets. Swan Lane itself is a well-used
footpath connecting residential neighbourhoods
to the southeast. But footways in the area are very
narrow to non-existent, and though London Road is
relatively quiet at this point, it still feels unsafe to be in
the road when traffic is around.
A. In front of the White Swan put a raised table
crossing which will slow traffic and make a better
connection across to the Church, Gallery and Market
Place. A pavement with seating and planting would
improve the setting as people come out of Swan
Lane.
B. At the other end of Swan Lane put in a controlled
crossing across Saxons Way which would help
residents from the Lansbury Road estate, to have
safer access to town centre and to the Coop store
and provide a safer route into the Millenium Green
and to the playground.
C. Arriving along London Road from the south
an area of planting, trees and seating (retaining
vehicular access to the neighbouring house) would
create a welcoming gateway into Halesworth Town
Centre. A raised table crossing point across the
entrance into London Road indicates to traffic to slow
down and would support pedestrians to cross to the
Coop store.

Signage and
Wayfinding
When coming out of Halesworth
Railway Station, a visitor would not
know what direction to take to the
town centre or what they might find
there. The Museum, located in the station building, is easily
missed. Once in the Thoroughfare they would be unaware that
the largest Millennium Green in England is just a minute away.
The photograph above encourages visitors to stop at the
end of the Thoroughfare as nothing indicates that the Market
Place is hidden from view around the corner to the right. The
map on the left of the photo is headed ‘The Market Place’ but
is wrongly positioned and creates more confusion. The map
indicates where signage could be placed

NEIGHBOURHOOD
PLAN ACTION: SIGNAGE
AND WAY FINDING
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Halesworth Town Council, with
partner organisations in the People and
Places Action Group, to take a lead
on setting up a design team, including
professional input where necessary,
to scope, propose and implement
improvements to the signage and
wayfinding for Halesworth. Consultation with
businesses and residents will be essential.
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